5700 Buddingwood Dr
Greensboro, NC 27409
Tel 336-299-9817

i 4 @triad.rr

Mr. Larry Gottesman

National Freedom of Information Officer
(2822T)

1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20460

Dear Mr. Gottesman,

I am a writer doing research on the Strategic Air Command of the 1960s, and
particularly an Air Force B-52 crash near Goldsboro, North Carolina, on 24 January,
1961.

| am requesting, under the FOIA}a particular memo dated May 17, 1961, outlining the
Military Liaison Committee’s proposal for the recovery of a component of an atomic
weapon from this crash. This component, known as a “secondary” still remains in the
ground near the community of Faro, North Carolina and poses a potentially serious
health hazard. | have a copy of the memo which is seriously redacted (see attached).

Those redacted portions were classified as restricted data as defined by the Atomic
Energy Act of 1954 (see lower right corner of first page). The classification was
cancelled on 5/25/11 (see upper left corner of first page). What | am requesting is a
copy of the un-redacted memo.

I agree to pay up to $25.00 in fees.

Thank you,

Joel Dobson

http://www.thegoldsborobrokenarrow.com/
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The classificaetion of the components is Secret Restricted Data.

The Commission staff has enalyzed the problem from the follow-
ing major sreas of concern: '

a. Security of Restricted Data
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Calculations by theStrategic ¥
“Conrmand—OperationsAnalysis Group indicate that the unit ie
at ebout 180 feet from the surfece. Thus there is no
posaibility of either sn inadvertent or deliberate recovery
attempt being successful vithout the help of considerable
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is taking suilteble end edequate messures toc assure thay such
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b. Cost Anaiysis

The materiel in the component is velued st ebout $297,000.
The total recovery costs will be in excess of an estimated
$273,000; such excess coste depending upon the ultimate
depth of the excavetion. There is mov g peed to depart
from normal excevation procedures end resort to extensive
englneering and construction efforts (cofferdams, caissons,
etc.) if the recovery operstion is to comtimue. Tae costs
vhich can be reasonghly estimated are as follows:
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1. Expenditures to date $ 63,000
2. Cost of celgsom 200,000

3. Bite restoration 10,000
$273,000
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¢. Public Hemlth and Safety

The corclusions with regard to the biological hazards of the
problem ere based upon the anelyses end considered opinions
of the Los Alsmos Scientific Laboratory end the Hesdquarters
Offlce of Heslth end Safety.
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"We can foresee no hazard connected with the wranium unless
someone drilled a well immediamtely sdjacent to the object
and even if go we comalder this hazard essertially neg-
ligible. Even if ell the wraniun could be dissolved
(but 1t will mostly be in en insoluble form) dilution
in one and a half millicn gelloms of water would reduce
the concentrstion below tolerance level. This much
water 1s e very muell fractiom of an extengive water

supply.

. { Ve understend thst half a gram per
" TdTer will cause dierrhes. Dilution of the total smount
in orly forty thousand gallons of water would reduce the
: concentration to that level.” ~
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“caleulations end the probablé depty 6 the wnit, it was concluded
that no hazerd to the public health exdsted. iR
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The public informetion ‘aspects of the problem have also been
considered and it has been concluded that the DoD should make
a suiteble press release. Tue release should be designed to
dispel any rumors snd to assure the locel population that there
15 no health oz safety hazard to the public in leaving the
squash in place.

It ie recomsended that we concur in the proposal presented by

the Chairmau, MIC provided that the Department of Defense insures ~~.
that it retaine & right to prevent excavations in the vicinity

of the point of impact.

The Office of Heelth and Szfety, Division of Security, Office
of the General Counsel, Division of Bilology and Hedicine and
the Office of Public Information have cancurred in tals
menorandiim.

If you egree with this reccmmendation, request you sign the
atteched letter to the Cheirman, HIC. It is also recommended
4hat this memorandum with its attachments be reproduced for the
information of the Commission.
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